COME  FILL THE CUP

Is it not written that the righteous shall be given pure wine,
sealed; and that the seal thereof shall be musk? One
day Muhammad passed a group of merry-makers.

" 'These men/ he observed, 'were enemies. After a
little wine they have become friends. Wine is good.
Wine is God's gift.'

"That evening he repassed the group, who were
quarrelling violently. He decided that wine was sinful,
after all.

"Where there is a will there is a way," he continued.
"Good Moslems, who wished to drink intoxicants, evaded
the law by importing Jews to make wine at Shiraz, and
Armenians at Tabriz and Isfahan. Thus they soiled
neither hand nor conscience by preparing the stuff; but,
if they wished, they could indulge their fancy behind closed
doors. Sometimes one of our kings would issue a decree
that for three days only his subjects might drink as much
wine as they liked, and 'loose their fingers in the tresses
of the cypress-slender Minister of Wine.* If they were
found intoxicated after that period their heads were struck
off."

At Isfahan we tested Tavernier's assertion that "the
wine of Isfahan is cold upon the stomach, but that it fumes
into the head." We found both red and white wine, the
latter preferable; also a good light beer.

"We tasted a few drinkable specimens,3* said the D.P.,
"carefully bottled and helpfully labelled, but apparently
no first-class wine is made there."

Incidentally, the retail prices seemed very low, usually
about one shilling and twopence a bottle.

"In the royal apartment of the Shahs at Isfahan,'*
Rumi told us, "above the head of the bed hung a golden
vine with bunches of grapes fashioned from a myriad
precious stones. Nearby stood a bowl filled with water,
of which only the king and his eldest son might partake.
Two rooms opened off the royal bed chamber. That
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